
Fall 2019                                     Volume 34 No. 2 

The Great Valley . . . 1939 . . .  

The First Land Preservation Organization in Chester County— 

and one of the oldest in the Nation! 

 1941: Visitors at Airdrie Preserve     Courtesy TEHS 

 
Diamond Rock 

Paoli 

    “Beautiful open spaces are one of the many reasons that Tredyffrin is an incredibly sought-after  
place to live. They speak both to our long-standing traditions and to our bright future. It is a joy 
to celebrate 80 years with Open Land Conservancy.”                

State Representative Melissa Shusterman PA-157  

Did You Know??  

The Open Land Conservancy was originally named  
the Chester County Horticultural Society? 

 

There was an organization of the same name in 1845 whose purpose was 
to promote the science of agriculture in the County.  
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. . . The Pennsylvania Turnpike would not be built until 
1950 . . the 202 expressway did not exist . . . the Township 
was primarily a farming community. . . there were no  

corporate centers, no office buildings . . . a pristine area. 
There appeared to be no need for government environmental 
councils, no storm water runoff concerns. So, why would it 
be necessary to “preserve land?” There seemed to be plenty 
of land – unspoiled by roads, houses or office buildings
     Well, one individual was concerned enough about land 
use in the area and wanted to have her property preserved as  

forest or woodland. Thus began the Open Land Conservancy 
of Chester County. The following extract from the Tredyffrin 
Easttown Historical Society Quarterly of July 1940 describes 
the donation of the Conservancy’s first Preserve, since      
increased to 75 acres and now named Airdrie Forest, and also 
describes the purpose and values that continue nearly 80 
years later: 



 

What Makes A Successful Land Trust? 
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     Not everything is just handed to us—Open Land Conservancy has thrived because its leaders were always 
on the lookout for opportunities: gifts from landowners, grants from organizations, grants from state and local  

governments, land from developers/companies which was not part of their future plans. And, contacting the 
right people at the right time, negotiating with them, and most importantly, getting them to understand the  

importance of maintaining the natural world around us. Essentially, it takes committed people with a common 
goal—those willing to work keep the beauty we have in the Valley, and expand it when possible. 

     “Open Land Conservancy has been quietly preserving land and working to improve watershed 
health for decades.  I've only become aware of the work of OLC since joining the EAC, but every-
where I turn someone from OLC is collaborating with EAC efforts and providing us with the histor-
ical perspective we lack.  I've been able to depend on OLC members for everything from help de-
veloping a Stormwater Field Trip to participation in a bird walk to spearheading tree planting. 
OLC folks form the backbone of environmental efforts in Tredyffrin Township.” 

Mary Westervelt— Chair, Environmental Advisory Council, Tredyffrin Township 

Did You Know? 

 The Open Land Conservancy is the second largest landowner in Tredyffrin?   

The Township is the largest landowner.   

It is an amazing accomplishment that these preserves have been created in the fastest growing County 

in Pennsylvania, close to the largest employer in Chester County (Vanguard), adjacent to 2 of the 

busiest highways in Pennsylvania, and is a short distance from the largest mall in the Eastern US. 



 

How we grew . . .  1939 to the Present . . .  
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On behalf of Tredyffrin Township and its residents, I am sending 80th birthday wishes to Open Land  
Conservancy. We thank the Conservancy for its seven Preserves in our Township, support its efforts to 
protect our natural resources for the enjoyment of all, and wish it continuing success in preserving our 
natural environment for future generations.  

Murph Wysocki, Chair, Tredyffrin Township Bd. Of Supervisors 

 
 

Valley Creek Preserve 47 acres  

Gift from Mr. and Mrs. Robert Maes, with 
subsequent additions from Pohlig  

Construction, and William Barrett. 

 
Airdrie Preserve 75 acres  

Gift from Miss Lydia Robinson & addition of 
the Great Bear Tract 

Cool Valley Preserve 33 acres 

Gift from Mrs. Henry J. Kaltenthler and  

the First Forge Corporation 

George Lorimer  Preserve 88 acres 

Various donations from the Lorimer family 

Diamond Rock Preserve  67 acres 

Gift from Natural Lands Trust and subse-
quent additions using grants from Chester 

County and the State 

Miller Preserve  3 acres 

Gift from Mr.& Mrs. Morris Miller 

Cedar Hollow Preserve  67 acres 

Bought with grants from Chester County, and 
PA Growing Greener  -  purchased from  

Trammel Crow  and SMS 

 

We are also responsible for protecting 93 acres  
of easements, which various landowners  

have deeded us over the years!   
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The Challenge Continues! 

As we move into the 21st Century, the land available for preservation has diminished – but is not completely 
gone – so the Conservancy’s focus on sustaining its precious resources has increased. Some of the projects 
recently completed or in progress:  

 • Documenting our processes and systems to apply for Accreditation by the Land Trust Alliance in 2021  

 • In Airdrie, completed the demolition of the old scout cabin and modification of the Township stormwater 

    device to reduce downhill erosion; now planning for grant-funded restoration and education opportunities  

 • Relocated sections of trails in Lorimer and Cedar Hollow to improve safety – thanks respectively to an  

    Eagle Scout team and to stalwart volunteers 

 • Eliminating the invasive Ailanthus (Tree of Heaven) tree that is the primary host for the Spotted Lanternfly  

 

Did You Know??  
Th

We ask everyone who supports our mission or who           
appreciates and enjoys our Preserves to consider an added contribution in honor of our 

Anniversarry - perhaps $80 to recognize 80 years! 



PO Box 1031  
Paoli, PA 19301 

 

 Our 80th Anniversary! 

PO Box 1031  
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 Contact Us!  
 The best way to contact us is via our website at:  

 openlandconservancy.org 

 

  What Can You Do On-line? 

 ● Become an OLC Member 

 ● Make a Donation 

           ● Become a Volunteer 

 ● Obtain Information on OLC Preserves Including    

      Preserve Trail Maps 

 ● Find Out About Upcoming Events 

 ● Report a Safety or Maintenance Issue 

 ● View the Landmarks Newsletter (and much more! 

 

 Follow Us! 
 ● On Twitter @openlandconserv  

 ● On Facebook at www.facebook.com/  

                                     openlandconservancy 

 

 Address:   Phone: 
 Open Land Conservancy  610-647-5380 

 PO Box 1031  

 Paoli, PA 19301 

Board of Directors 

Michael F. Wilson, President 

Raymond F. Clarke, Vice President 

John J. Etherington, Secretary  

David Rogers, Treasurer 

Michael S. Burg, Solicitor 

Art Blumenthal 

Scott Bush 

Richard B. Lander 

Timothy S. Magee 

Dr. Robert Schuster 

Margot Taylor, RLA 

 

Executive Secretary 

Sharon L. Danbach 

 

Emeritus Board Members 

Katharine A. E. Campbell 

Robert W. Haver 

Penelope P. Wilson 
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Are you interested in preserving the open space 

of Chester County for future generations?  
 

Ask us about becoming an OLC  

Board member or volunteer!  


